
 

 

Idea for Change: Transparency and accountability for the 
Student Council. 

What is the issue you would like to discuss? 

Student Council is the highest student-led representative body at the students 
union. Within this council, motions, such as this, that represent the demands or 
future direction of SU are presented and debated over, eventually being 
decided through the One Member One Vote system.  

Every student representative from societies/ schools can vote in this council. 
However, the members or students of the societies and schools that these 
representatives are there in the name of cannot know how their elected officers 
voted on any of the motions presented. A democratic institution cannot 
function when the students it represents do not how they are being 
represented. With basic democratic accountability, the students will trust this 
body more and gain far more interest in its workings and elections. 

Why is this of interest to students at the University of Hertfordshire?  

In the last SU election, only 20% (6,946 of 34,255) of the entire student 
population voted. This low participation rate puts the legitimacy of this body 
itself in question. In order to engage students more with SU, they should know 
how, why and who is making the decisions. 

 As part of our efforts to increase transparency, we bought a motion in the 
previous academic year that made it a requirement to make the minutes of 
Student council public. This motion is another step in that direction. We want to 
make sure the students know how their elected representatives are voting on 
the motions proposed and if they actually follow through on the promises they 
made to students when they were elected or appointed.  

The elected officers are accountable to the student council and the students of 
the university, the student council itself now should be accountable to the same 
students, The students should know how their representatives have voted on a 
proposed motion, as well as what kind of motions are being brought forward in 
the council. This motion also ensures that the representatives in the council 



itself trust the voting mechanism that is currently in place, by cross checking 
that the motion they supported/opposed has indeed been counted correctly. 

What would you like Herts SU to do moving forward?  

We demand the following actions: 

• When a motion is presented, irrespective of whether it passes or fails, it 
should be put up on the SU website as it is done right now for motions that 
are successful and pass. 

• The uploaded documents, along with the information about the motion 
itself should have  the names and society/school of all representatives 
that voted for and against a motion. Since at the time of voting, the 
representatives vote with their student login on the Herts SU website, this 
information is available on the backend to the SU. 

• Change whatever by-laws or code of conduct need to be changed to 
accommodate this update, if any 

• Aim the procedure be put in place before the next student council, with a 
deadline no later than the second student council from this date. If for 
whatever reason it has not been done by the time of the second student 
council, a detailed explanation be provided as to why it has not been put 
in place and next steps. 


